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Fig. 1 Sources of the ideas on economic geography
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Tab. 1 Historical periods of the ideas of Chinese economic geography
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History of the ideas on economic geography in China:
Period focus, evolution and prospect

LI Xiaojian"?
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450046, China)

Abstract: The history of Chinese economic geography as a research field is virtually an
evolution of ideas on the relationship between economic activities and geographical
environment. In ancient times, the idea on adapting to geographical conditions to cultivate
economic activities had emerged, and numerous cases of regional practices were recorded in
local chronicles. In the period from 1840 to 1948, economic geography appeared as a scientific
discipline, and relevant research on agricultural and industrial geography was carried out. In the
period from 1949 to 1978, the ideas on economic geography of the Soviet Union were fully
introduced, with research focusing on the use of natural conditions and resources, and on the
relationship between production distribution and geographical contexts to meet the national
needs of economic development. In the period from 1979 to 2000, starting from territorial
management and land planning, the important perspective formed on the relationship between
man and land, and the theoretical progress was made in the establishment of Point-axis Concept
and other spatial structural patterns. Economic geographers also made proposals on
government regulations based on an expanding trend of regional differences. In the period from
2001 to 2020, one of the foci related to the relationship between man and land was the major
fuction-oriented zoning, and other hot topics included issues of industrial agglomeration, urban
economic zones, rural revitalization, and the impact of new factors on formation mechanism of
the spatial structure of economic activities. The development of Chinese economic geography
thought can be sorted into three threads. The first one is the long-lasting records that consist of
rich historical documents, from the description of a large number of economic locations and
differences of their geographical contexts, to the exploration of the relationship between
economic activities and geographical environment. Together with a large number of local
chronicles, the idea of man-land relations was hidden in the text. The second thread is the
trajectory of travel notes which was developed into modern investigations and observations,
providing important means of discovering scientific facts for the study of economic geography.
The third thread is the introduction of ideas from other countries including investigation
techniques, research methods and thinking logic, which further promotes the development of
China's economic geography. The survey on the history of economic geography ideas can
provide three enlightenments for further study of economic geography: (1) strengthening the
exploration of the relationship between economic activities and the geographical environment;
(2) encouraging problem- oriented critical thinking; (3) improving the weaknesses of China's
economic geography research, such as the reduction theory and the deductive method.
Keywords: economic geography; history of ideas; China; man-land relationship; geographical
ideas



