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Fig. 1 The macro-operation mechanism of agricultural poverty alleviation in typical mountainous rural areas of Yunnan Province
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Fig. 2 The micro-operation mechanism of agricultural poverty alleviation in typical mountainous rural areas of Yunnan Province
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Fig. 3 The effect of agricultural poverty alleviation in typical mountainous rural areas of Yunnan Province
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The mechanism and comprehensive effect of poverty alleviation
with characteristic agriculture in typical mountainous rural areas

of Yunnan Province:
A case study on the production of special cash crops
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Abstract: Agricultural poverty alleviation is one of the most critical and important research
contents in rural development and poverty alleviation. The mountainous areas in Southwest
China have unique natural ecology and social culture, classic practice of Chinese traditional
human- earth interaction, and it is also a place to observe the human- earth relationship
transformation under the national development intervention. Taking Maca planting and Pu'er
tea production as examples, this paper analyzes and traces the implementation of the
agricultural poverty alleviation projections, and presents and compares the development effects
of these two projections on typical mountainous villages. The results show that: First,
agricultural poverty alleviation projects need to be embedded into the national socio- cultural
context and politico- economic governance framework. Various kinds of cash crops are
incorporated in the agricultural poverty alleviation projects. This benefits from China's
geopolitical strategy, the socio-cultural "centre-periphery" differentiation, and the practices of
the complex interaction among multiple actors in Yunnan Province. Second, agricultural
poverty alleviation projects have enabled mountainous villages to attract investment and
transform land use types, thereby achieving capital accumulation and cultural reconstruction.
Local farmers have changed from passive recipients of market competition to active market
players. Maca planting and Pu'er tea production have irrevocably tied the natural environment
in Yunnan and the life worlds of local people to the commodity economy. Third, in agricultural
poverty alleviation, the political logic and market logic represented by "poverty alleviation"
and "agriculture industry" are not contradictory and restrictive. The two have been coordinated
and compatible in Chinese rural development. However, it is worth pondering that we need to
guard against fluctuations in farmers' livelihoods caused by the rise and fall of cash crops in the
implementation of agricultural poverty alleviation projects. The research provides a new
geographical perspective and reflection for the industrial poverty alleviation research, and
provides policy reference for the frontier of southwest China to achieve rural revitalization
based on agricultural economy.

Keywords: industrial poverty alleviation; agriculture; rural revitalization; Yunnan;
mountainous village



