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Fig. 3 The influencing factors of rural restructuring
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Tab. 1 The evaluation index system of rural development level at village scale
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Tab. 2 The evaluation results of rural development level of typical villages
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Process and driving factors of rural restructuring in typical villages
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Abstract: Rural restructuring is an important means of implementing and pushing forward the
strategy of rural vitalization. A complete process of rural restructuring usually consists of
different stages, including initial period, development period, stabilizing period and stable
period. Based on the established theoretical framework of analyzing the process of rural
restructuring, by introducing the concepts of rural development index, the intensity of rural
restructuring and the contribution rate of rural restructuring, the quantitative research and
comparative analysis of the driving factors of rural restructuring process at village scale were
carried out in the typical villages in metropolitan suburbs and plain farming areas. The results
show that: (1) Since the 1990s, along with the transformation of industrial structure from
traditional agriculture to industrial mining and tourism service industry, the socio-economic
forms and territorial spatial structure of Huangshandian Village have undergone drastic
restructuring, and the process of rural restructuring has experienced the initial stage and the
development stage successively, and in a stabilizing stage now. The industrial development of
Yangqiao Village has experienced the stages of traditional agricultural leading and concurrent
farming production. Since 2000, it has taken on a sign of socio- economic restructuring.
Recently, the living space has been reconstructed under the promotion of local governments,
but the economic form has not changed significantly. At present, the village is still at a low
level of development as a whole. (2) The rapid rural restructuring in Huangshandian Village is
the results of combined action of exogenous and endogenous factors. The exogenous factors
include market requirement pull, government macro- policy guidance, and so on. The
endogenous factors include resources and environment, location conditions, behavioral agent,
economic foundation, cultural trait, and so on. The restructuring process of Yangqiao Village is
mainly dominated by socio- economic development course including urbanization,
industrialization and technological progress as well as some exogenous policies such as
"building new countryside" and "increasing vs. decreasing balance" land-use policy. The root
cause for its relatively slow restructuring speed is lacking of endogenous development impetus.
Keywords: rural restructuring; rural vitalization; rural territorial system; metropolitan suburbs;
plain farming areas; rural geography



