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The outline and genealogy of Chinese pilitical geography
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Abstract: This paper outlines the development trajectory and genealogical features of political
geography in contemporary China. It first maps the development of political geography in
Western academia and summarizes the genealogical characteristics of Western political
geography. Taking the Western political geography as a baseline, it then discusses the
establishment and development of political geography in contemporary China and divides this
process into three stages since the founding of new China: the germination period, the stagnant
period, and the revival period. Based on the work of extant (typical) scholars, related studies
and relevant genealogical developments in each stage, this paper explores the main
genealogical characteristics of political geography in China. Five major branches are extracted,
which are respectively represented by Zhang Qiyun, Bao Juemin, Li Xudan, Zhang Wenkui and
Wang Enyong. On this basis, this paper studies the similarity and difference between Chinese
and Western political geography by focusing on their developing trajectories and features. This
paper argues that: the development of political geography in China has been long influenced by
the exogenous theories and notions and for this reason there is an apparent binary division
between exogenous and endogenous political geography theories in China; the methodology,
concepts and systems of this sub-discipline are still insufficient, and establishment of a unified
academic community and the construction of subject knowledge system is therefore urgently
needed. Finally, this paper proposes an agenda for future Chinese political geographical studies
and calls for a more balanced and locally rooted Chinese political geography.

Keywords: political geography; academic genealogy; exogenous; endogenous; China



