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Fig. 1 The distribution map of water system connecting rivers and lakes in Xingyang in the Spring and Autumn Period
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Fig. 2 The distribution map of cities along the border between Wei State and Han State in the Warring States Period
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Fig. 3 Honggou canal head in the Warring States Period
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Research on location changes of the heads and diversion
ports of the Honggou Canal

XIAO Ran"’, HE Fanneng', LIU Haolong'

(1. Key Laboratory of Land Surface Pattern and Simulation, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural
Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Honggou canal is an important artificial river in the Central Plains from the Pre-Qin
to the Wei-Jin Dynastic Period, which exerted a profound influence on the shipping traffic in
ancient China. However, the problems about Honggou's diversion ports and canal heads have
remained unsolved yet. Here, based on fieldworks, in combination with systematic analysis of
the historical documents and archaeological evidence, we investigated the water diversion
ports and canal heads during the period from the Warring States to the Wei-Jin Dynasties. The
results are as follows: (1) In the Warring States Period, the actual control area by the Wei State
in Xingyang was located west of the Wei Great Wall, including Juanxian county and Yanxian
county. During that period, because Jisui and Xingdu were controlled by the Wei and Han
states, respectively, Emperor Wei Hui used the former rather than the latter as the canal head at
the beginning of the Honggou canal project; (2) In the process of unification of the other six
states by Qin State, the border barrier was eliminated and Ao granary was built in the Guangwu
Mountain. Meanwhile, for the convenience of water transportation, the canal head was
transferred to Xingdu, and a water gate was built to control the shipping traffic; (3) In the late
Eastern Han Dynasty, Xingdu was silted by the deposits of the Yellow River. As a result,
Honggou canal head was transferred westward to the Shimen stream, due to the existence of
several tributaries such as Liu and Guangwu streams which flowed into it. The last canal head
had been used until Tongji canal was dug in the Sui Dynasty.

Keywords: Honggou canal; diversion port; canal head; historical changes; Xingyang;
the Warring States Period to the Wei-Jin Dynasties



