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Fig. I The concept and connotations of rural restructuring
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Fig. 2 The mechanism of promoting rural restructuring based on the evolution of "elements-structure-function"
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Rural restructuring: Theory, approach and research prospect
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Abstract: For the sake of adapting to the changes of elements in both kernel system and
external system of rural development, rural restructuring is a process of optimally allocating
and efficiently managing the material and non-material elements affecting rural development,
reshaping social and economic structures in rural areas and optimizing spatial pattern in rural
territory, and approaching the structure optimization and function promotion of rural territorial
system as well as the structure coordination and function complementation of urban- rural
territorial system. Based on elaborating the concept and connotations of rural restructuring and
the mechanism of promoting rural restructuring due to the evolution of "elements- structure-
function", the paper probed the approaches of rural restructuring from the aspects of spatial
restructuring, economic restructuring and social restructuring. In order to meet the current
national strategic demands and meet the challenges of rural development in the process of
urban-rural development transformation, it is in great urgency to strengthen the study on the
patterns and processes, dynamic mechanism, differentiated development models, rural planning
technology systems, strategies and policies for rural development, and the impacts of
globalization on China's rural restructuring in the future. Finally, focusing on a series of
problems in the implementation of some important government intervention policies, which is
aimed at boosting the social and economic development of rural areas in recent years, a critical
analysis and discussion is carried out.

Keywords: rural restructuring; rural development transformation; rural territorial system;
elements- structure- function; spatial restructuring; economic restructuring; social restructuring;
rural geography



