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The development of commercial spaces in tourist historic districts:
The case of Shuangdong, Yangzhou

XU Xiaobo"**’, WU Bihu', LIU Binyi’, CHEN Ganghua’

(1. Shanghai Institute of Tourism, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China; 2. College of
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Abstract: Tourism- oriented commercialization, a widely adopted approach to rejuvenating
historic districts in China, generates positive effects as well as produces negative impacts.
Social space theory suggests that the typical evolution of the commercialization of tourist
historic districts (THDs) results from the collaboration of entrepreneurs, residents, tourists, and
other community patrons. Entrepreneurs act as a networking hub within the community and are
the orchestrators of business practices. These practices include how spaces are developed,
animated, and experienced, and which are initially guided by practitioner considerations and
values. Eventually, the involvement of different practitioners makes THDs shared and flexible
spaces where individualized business practices lead to particular benefits for collaborators and
patrons. Therefore, the development and evolution of commercial THD spaces is a melting pot
of inputs and actions by diverse stakeholders and partners. To clarify and further the knowledge
on the development of social spaces in THDs, this research focused on a classic THD in
Shuangdong, Yangzhou, a well-known historical city in Jiangsu Province. In addition to the
fieldwork, the statistical methods applied included chi-square tests, correspondence analysis,
fuzzy mathematics, and logistic regression. The results for Shuangdong THD (SDTHD)
showed that business practices are varied and competitive, and generate positive and negative
effects. Tourism- oriented commercialization creates employment and self- employment
opportunities mainly for the middle- low classes of residents inside and outside SDTHD,
making them an important core for THD entrepreneurship. THD entrepreneurs were classified
into three groups: (1) highly- motivated, emphasizing environmentally- friendly and business
expansion practices; (2), moderately- motivated with more limited vision and a focus on
business maintenance; and (3) lowly- motivated who are dissatisfied and withdraw. The
distinguishable attributes and effects of the practices of these three groups were identified.
Specific business tactics result from the entrepreneurs acting individually as well as
collectively. Additionally, patrons and residents seek out and derive differing benefits from the
THD, resulting in a complex mixture of business practices and customer and resident rewards.
This research concludes that tourism- oriented commercialization produces interweaving
positive and negative impacts on communities; neither of which can be completely controlled
due to the complex interaction of all the players in THDs.

Keywords: entrepreneurs; historic districts; tourism-oriented commercialization; Shuangdong,
Yangzhou; spatial production



