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Fig.1 Location of Yaotang Village and Duanshi Village
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Fig.2 The settlement landscape changes in Yaotang Village
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Fig.4 Operational mechanism of tourism-driven rural urbanization
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Tourism-driven New Rural Urbanization: A Case Study of Yaotang Village
and Duanshi Village in the Danxia Mountain in 1980-2014

Wang Hua

( Management School, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: It is of certain significance to explore the new-type tourism-driven rural urbanization for providing
valuable reference for underdeveloped rural areas which lack of conditions for industrial development but
abundant of tourism resources. The article applies qualitative methodology to revealing the characteristics and
mechanism of new-type rural urbanization facilitated by tourism in the cases of two rural villages, i.e. the Yao-
tang Village and the Duanshi Village in the World Heritage Site, the Danxia Mountain. The result shows that as
driven by tourism development, the two villages have achieved the new-type rural urbanization with the core
of “people urbanization” that interplayed with plural subjects, namely local government, rural communities
and external stakeholders. Local infrastructure construction and tourism enterprises development are well en-
couraged with governmental support of policies and capital, which prevents effectively the phenomenon of
“Tragedy of the Commons” and “fake urbanization” from occurring. Furthermore, the two communities have
initiatively participated in community construction and tourism operation by investing land, capital and labor,
etc., which have accelerated the conversion of industry, employment and living lifestyle. It is also found that it
is the external forces like external capital, tourism immigrants as well as tourists that have provided essential
supports of capital, labors, information and culture, which gradually enlarge with the development of tourism
market. Finally, the article argues that the tourism-driven rural urbanization does not occur in a traditional way
that normally characterized with conversion of living space, career and identity; it is essentially an endogenous
urbanization to characterize with in situ conversion mode of production and living lifestyle by peasants partici-
pating in tourism development. In this way, it may be possible to cultivate regional urbanization by the way of

changing villagers’ registered residence in a near future.

Key words: tourism; rural urbanization; the Danxia Mountain; the Yaotang Village; the Duanshi Village



