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Fig. 4 Driving forces of rural hollowing formation
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Geographical Research and Optimizing Practice of
Rural Hollowing in China

LIU Yansui', LIU Yu"?, ZHAI Rongxin"?
(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;
2. Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Rural hollowing is a widespread phenomenon all over China, especially in
traditional agricultural areas. From the dynamic viewpoint, rural hollowing is a special
evolution form of rural areal system during the process of urban- rural transformation
development. In terms of its natural function and task, rural geography has unique advantages
to research rural hollowing. From the comprehensive, dynamic and regional perspectives, these
advantages of rural geography are mainly the phenomenon description and spatial models
establishment of rural hollowing, formation mechanism and dynamic force simulation,
response mechanism and comprehensive effect, as well as potential types and its optimal
regulation This paper puts forward a series of propositions which should be studied based on
theoretical disciplinary system of rural geography. Therefore this paper refines and develops
the theoretical foundation of rural geography for rural hollowing research. The theoretical
system includes the lifecycles of rural hollowing evolvement, spatial pattern of generation
development, mechanics theory of rural hollowing and "Three Integration" model. Then based
on the theory research of rural space reconstructions and rural hollowing regulation,
integrating with analysis of influencing factors on spatial pattern and evolvement of rural
settlement, this paper develops a framework for the succession, evaluation and regulation of
rural hollowing. Finally, taking Yucheng city in Shandong province as a typical case, this
paper constructs the basic criterion, development concept and planning schemes for the
regulation of hollowed villages in Yucheng city, which is the theoretical practice of rural
geography. In order to guide new countryside construction, ensure warning line of cultivated
land and co-ordinate land use allocation between urban and rural areas in China, it is
necessary to conduct a through investigation on the mechanism, policy and mode innovation
involved "trinity" by implementing village renovation demonstration project.

Key words: rural hollowing; hollowed village; rural geography; new countryside construction;
Yucheng city



