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Fig. 4 National strategies in the resource and environment field drive a shift in the research perspective of tourism geography
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Fig. 5 Characterizations of the research paradigm shift in tourism geography
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Abstract: China's national strategies concerning resources and the environment necessitate a
reorientation of tourism geography research. Theoretically, the discipline's core research object
is the "tourism regional system", which reflects the dynamic human-environment interaction
within tourism contexts, analyzed across spatial, scalar, and objective dimensions linking
activities in source, transit, and destination areas to resource conditions. Current Chinese
research in this domain primarily focuses on four key themes: resource protection and
utilization, climate change adaptation, achieving carbon peak and neutrality, and national
spatial governance. However, there is a clear need to broaden this scope and strengthen
comprehensive and cross-disciplinary knowledge integration. In terms of development
imperatives, particularly since the 18th National Congress of the CPC (2012), the CPC Central
Committee and the State Council have issued 51 policy documents concerning resources and
the environment. These policies innovated a number of important systems, established key
fundamental premises, developed various special regions, and integrated numerous advanced
technologies. Marking a profound transformation from addressing "key issues breakthroughs"
to embracing "systematic holistic protection and optimization", these policies demand that
tourism geography research adopts views emphasizing large-scope resources, comprehensive
systems, integrated governance, synergistic synergy, and broad responsibility, pivoting from an
economics-driven paradigm towards sustainable development coordination analysis, while
integrating multi-disciplinary theories, multi-domain techniques, multi-scale subjects, and
multi-dimensional data. Future tourism geography research in China must actively serve
national resources and environment strategies by concentrating on institutional development,
policy implementation effectiveness and regional exploration. Priorities include deepening
understanding in the ecological civilization construction, tourism system optimization and
support under policy mandates, and ecological recreation in key spaces and protected areas.
Continued theoretical and methodological development, coupled with interdisciplinary
collaboration and innovation, is vital to contributing to China's ecological civilization and the
"Beautiful China".

Keywords: tourism geography; resources and environment; national strategies; new
requirements; new topics; China



