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The process and mechanism of poverty alleviation through

intangible cultural heritage under rural revitalization:
A case study of Gaohua village in Guizhou
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Abstract: Poverty remains a persistent global challenge affecting both human society and
economic development. In China, a distinctive approach has emerged through the integration of
intangible cultural heritage (ICH) preservation with targeted poverty alleviation (TPA)
initiatives. This model, cultivated through decades of cultural heritage conservation and poverty
reduction practices, holds significance for promoting cultural prosperity and comprehensive
rural revitalization. This study establishes a three-dimensional theoretical framework,
encompassing capability, industry, and environment, through an in-depth analysis of ICH-
driven poverty alleviation within impoverished areal system. Applying this framework, the
research examines China's pioneering success in rural poverty reduction via a case study of
Gaohua village, Guizhou province. There are three main findings. First, China's practice of
ICH-based poverty alleviation predates formal policy implementation. In Gaohua village,
efforts since 2008 have progressed through three phases: the experimental phase (2008-2012),
targeted poverty alleviation through ICH (2013-2020) and the comprehensive rural
revitalization since 2021. Second, at the macro level, rural poverty alleviation through ICH
results from the interplay of endogenous dynamics, exogenous forces, and cultural drivers.
Policy-guided, targeted interventions prove optimal for simultaneously advancing poverty
reduction and heritage conservation. Third, at the micro level, enhanced individual capabilities
(human) and optimized industrial structures (industry) address the root causes of Pin (poverty),
and strengthened geographical capital (environment) mitigates Kun (hardship). The coupling
interactions among "human" "industry" and ‘"environment" collectively resolve
multidimensional poverty in rural areas. Poverty alleviation through ICH serves as a critical
engine for cultural preservation and economic development in China's ethnic regions.
Geography, with its unique disciplinary strengths, should actively contribute to advancing
theoretical research and practical applications of ICH-based poverty alleviation, offering
valuable insights for global sustainable poverty reduction efforts.

Keywords: rural revitalization; poverty alleviation through intangible cultural heritage; rural
regional system; Gaohua village



