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Fig. 1 Types and conceptual evolution of rewilding
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Identifying the conceptual and theoretical logic of
rewilding in the perspective of geography
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Abstract: With the emergence of "modern diseases" such as depopulation, land abandonment,
and environmental degradation, the proper management of land has become an urgent
development issue in China and around the world. Rewilding, as a concept and method of
natural mastery, provides a path for the above dilemmas to be solved. It is of great significance
to build a community of life between human beings and nature and to promote high-quality
development in urban and rural areas. However, the concept of rewilding is broad, and there are
gaps in research, that necessitate the formation of a more interpretive theoretical framework.
This paper, through reviewing and analyzing relevant literature in Western geography, points
out that understanding the concept of rewilding involves grasping the relationships between
wilderness and wildness, as well as non-human autonomy and human intervention. Under the
guidance of relational ontology, the paper adopts a three-tiered scale analysis, macro, meso, and
micro, to explore the operational logic of rewilding from a global to local perspective: (1) At
the macro level, rewilding aims to contribute as both an ecological strategy and a socio-
economic strategy, contributing to global ecosystem protection and global urban-rural
development. (2) At the meso level, rewilding examines issues of heterogeneity and boundaries
while exploring the dynamics of imbalanced power. It advocates for the return of local
knowledge and public involvement. (3) At the micro level, rewilding presents local experiences
under the operational logic of the macro and meso levels, calling for attention to micro-level
community expressions within grand narratives, in order to promote more context-specific
rewilding policies. Finally, based on summarizing the characteristics and current status of
rewilding research in China, the paper looks forward to the theoretical and practical directions
in which future Chinese rewilding research can further explore, in hopes of providing
theoretical nourishment and practical references from geography for China's exploration of
harmonious coexistence between humans and nature in the context of Chinese-style
modernization.

Keywords: rewilding; nature conservation; ecocentrism; a community of life for man and
nature; ecological restoration



