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Fig. 2 Principal component steep slope diagram of political-business environment of BRI countries (regions), 2013 and 2021
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Fig. 5 The spatial dependence of political-business environment of the BRI countries (regions) in 2021
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Evaluation of geopolitical environment along the Belt and Road
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Abstract: Focusing on the investment security of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), this study
analyzes the geopolitical environment of countries (regions) along the Belt and Road from two
dimensions: the political-business environment and political inclination. Since the proposal of
the BRI in 2013, the political-business environments of the participating countries (regions)
have shown slight improvements, though there are significant regional disparities. Generally,
these environments are better at the eastern and western ends of the BRI countries (regions),
while the central regions lag behind. There is no significant spatial dependence in the political-
business environments of these countries (regions), but a weak trend toward homogenization
exists, with lower-scoring countries (regions) mainly located in the former Commonwealth of
the Independent States, the Middle East, and the Indochina Peninsula. These regions show
weak interconnections and exhibit characteristics of "being alike but not cohesive", suggesting
that BRI efforts should focus on contiguous breakthroughs rather than scattering in isolated
points. The evaluation of political inclination shows that the political division among the BRI
countries (regions) is significant, with varying attitudes towards China. As the attitudes towards
China warm up, the political-business environment tends to deteriorate. This negative
correlation between the two factors indicates that countries (regions) actively participating in
the BRI are relatively politically unstable and economically underdeveloped, seeking to
leverage the initiative for their development. Therefore, in the construction of the Belt and
Road, while ensuring investment security, we should actively promote Chinese values, striving
for the support and participation of more countries (regions) with favorable political-business
environments. Given the realities of underdeveloped political-business environments and
political divisions along the Belt and Road, China urgently needs to explore a geopolitical
theory that fits the geopolitical pattern of the BRI to ensure the progress and reclaim the
political narrative power through reshaping the geopolitical strategic narrative. This paper's
quantitative evaluation of political inclination provides a preliminary exploration into the
political fragmentation among these countries (regions) and serves as a reference for advancing
research on the geopolitical environment.

Keywords: the Belt and Road; geopolitical environment; political-business environment;
political inclination; geopolitics



