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Fig. 1 Comparative map of high density distribution areas of county-level administrative divisions in Chinese history
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Fig. 2 Change trend of the number of county-level administrative units in Chinese history
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Fig. 3 Change trend of the average number of counties under the jurisdiction of administrative units
that gover county in Chinese history



415 PR A5 022 2200 4F ] ELGRE XCE A A 0 AR S A R 901

52 NZ=EY RE, ERHEKZEHBEFER LT MEM, FREFABLREMDTR
KBTS, A B XA 80 DL i) mh 1 T DX O ol s i ) S T
% DXl A S B 0 T DX 0 A 3 R S T M A s T R o AR SOR AR ZE M IRIASE B, W
EETr (12807 1m) Shoe, WEFEHER: , XIS M (0) JEATINE., IFR2TT UL, FrifE
ZEMA R A R B DUREAC 0 B, BRI “p/ h—I R—I8i/ N (68%) I “Jslis]s
—HER” (95%) PIRNEMLRES, TEPIRREOL T FEACE e M B s Ny . B i HE R
G3OHIAE 33.50°~81.94° (68%) F18.37°~51.37°Z[0] (95%), XERMIBEM B/, PEEK
B X8 25 6] A SR S B h ZR A — P R A 1 s e b —fw e 0 e 2 s BEAUES, #ef
ORI 48.44° (68%) H143.34° (95%), ELGLIHLIX )25 (8] 7315 32 W ) i AR — i V4 07 1o %
A, X AR, a2 2000 48 HE 2 UF EO IR RS ) DL R 22 5 0 A (] 3 S ok AR
AFHFFE
®2 HEBRERYX = E S HEREEHESH
Tab. 2 Standard deviation ellipse parameters of spatial distribution of county-level administrative
units in Chinese history
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Fig. 4 Analysis map of standard deviation ellipse (68%) of spatial distribution of county-level

administrative divisions in Chinese history

EE X A BB R ORI AC (PR RIE) DOREIEMESER , b v 2210 5] v BRI
FIOR (K4d, K5d) o X AEEACLUS m 7a L va s b XOT g4 £ . InRARIL IR & B
e R P SR BOHEAROC, [RII AN A N R R B B E M B B —E K
Fo #0EH, BYEUX — LR SRR RGP 4 A e Y T BRI
53 BREFHRZENTEHELRUEILFLREBEENE

12 2200 4F rp [ BB IX B A A5 B a] DUREF RS “BIEEBIG " SHIXIT A
PRERICAR, WA L/ AT E AR 28 r . PUDURI, S Ewm LI A b
PIRA-, RARMIX (b A i Lk, PALORAT I, hagilo 5, m A



418 PR A5 022 2200 4F ] ELGRE XCE A A 0 AR S A R 903

a. BT H(95%) b. FE—FIR(95%)

PR S

— % — W&

[iTd - & -
— RN SRR — 3T, dex  lE
— WY Y el — &, WK ' w
0 500 km / 0 500km '

g 77

c. TE—iH(95%)

d. FHERE—20214E(95%)

— g A RALFIE by

0 500 km e
[I— s

T PR AR SRR B ) BB X 34 5347 T B A v R R L P, ORISR T ARSI v PR A 5 P
GS(2019)1819 54 B AR, 1244 8 S Wk ) [ A8 R B4R B

Pl 5 v [ AR GBI 43 6] 43 A1 AR 1 22 M 18 (95 %) 43+
Fig. 5 Analysis map of standard deviation ellipse (95%) of spatial distribution of county-level

administrative divisions in Chinese history
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Abstract: The historical evolution of administrative divisions is an important part of historical
geography and political geography. The research of the change process of administrative units
is the basis of the history of administrative divisions, and the restoration and analysis of the
whole process of the evolution of administrative divisions over a long period of time in history
is the basic support for exploring the law and governance ability of local administrative system
change. Based on the original historical documents such as the official history and geographical
records of past dynasties, this paper combs the characteristics of the long-term evolution
process and spatial pattern change of China's county-level administrative units in the past 2200
years (221BC-2021). The research results show that: (1) The number of county-level
administrative units in Chinese history generally shows an increasing trend, but the total
number is basically stable. The Tang and the Qing dynasties had a large number of counties,
reaching two peaks. Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, especially since modern times, the
number of county-level administrative units has continued to increase, which reflects the
historical process of border development and county system expansion. (2) In the historical
period, the scope of jurisdiction (the number of counties under the jurisdiction of administrative
units that govern county) mainly shows a shrinking trend. The average number of counties
under the jurisdiction of the administrative units that govern county decreased from 21.3 in the
Qin Dynasty to 8.5 in 2021. (3) In the past 2200 years, the establishment of county-level
administrative divisions shows a trend of spatial expansion, but there was partially inward
contraction in the Xijin, Liao, Song and Jin dynasties. The counties in the historical periods
mainly started from the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River and gradually expanded
outward. The density of counties within each region continued to increase. (4) The middle and
lower reaches of the Yellow River (Henan, Southern Hebei, Shandong and other places) have
long been high-density regions with counties. The density of counties in the Chengdu Plain,
Guanzhong Basin and Fenhe River Basin is also relatively high. (5) In the past 2200 years, the
center of gravity of county-level administrative divisions has changed by about 3° in the north-
south and east-west directions, both of which are located to the southeast of the current
geometric center of China. The changes in the center of gravity of the county-level
administrative divisions in Chinese history is of great geographical significance, which is
basically consistent with the migration process of the population / economic center of gravity in
the historical periods.

Keywords: county; county-level administrative division; administrative units that govern
county; the history of China; spatio-temporal pattern; evolution characteristics; China



