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Fig. 1 The logical relationship between rural development and rural modernization
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Fig. 2 The stages and strategies of global rural development practices since 1945
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Fig. 4 The problems and challenges of Chinese rural modernization
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Fig. 5 The theoretical framework of Chinese rural modernization based on global rural development and evolution
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Abstract: As an important part of Chinese modernization, rural modernization is the ultimate
goal of rural development and comprehensive revitalization in China. The rural modernization
in China has entered a new stage. Based on the connotation and logical relationship of rural
development and rural modernization, this paper systematically sorts out the stages, paths,
strategies and theoretical evolution of global rural development after World War II, summarizes
the problems and challenges faced by rural modernization in China, and constructs the research
framework of Chinese rural modernization. The main conclusions are as follows: (1) Rural
development aims to promote rural revitalization and urban-rural integration by continuously
optimizing the development elements of rural areas and reshaping rural functions and forms,
while rural modernization is the process of realizing the modernization transformation of
agriculture, rural areas and farmers by gradually changing rural traditional production and
lifestyle through concepts, elements and mechanisms of modernization. (2) After World War 11,
the development focus of global countryside gradually shifted from agricultural revival, rural
ecological environment protection and sustainable development to green, eco- friendly and
intelligent development of rural areas in the new period, and the theoretical cognition has
experienced the transformation from productivism, post-productivism, multi- functionalism to
the paradigm of neo-productivism and sustainable development of the global countryside. (3)
The rural modernization in China still faces problems and challenges such as backward
conditions for agricultural production, insufficient integration of three rural industries, lagging
construction of rural infrastructure, hidden dangers in rural social governance, dilemma of rural
resources and environment, and shortfalls in rural human capital. (4) Facing the national
strategic needs of Chinese modernization, rural revitalization and urban- rural integrated
development, the focus is constructing the theoretical framework of Chinese rural
modernization from the aspects of institutional system innovation, regulation and planning
technical system of rural space, integration and activation path of resources and elements, and
future scene construction of smart and green countryside and its scientific governance. Based
on the systematic thinking of human-environment coupling, the future research of Chinese rural
modernization should deepen the basic theories and scientific paths, development models and
guarantee mechanisms, social collaborative governance and spatial regulation and planning to
construct the discourse system of academic disciplines in rural geography associated with
Chinese rural modernization transformation.
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