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Fig. 2 Main forms of returning to the countryside and green tourism in Japan
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Policies and practices of promoting rural revitalization through
territory development and urban-rural integration in Japan

LI Dongpo', MI Jie’, ZHOU Hui’

(1. School of Economics and Trade, Hunan University of Technology and Business, Changsha 410205, China;
2. Asian Development Bank Institute, Tokyo 100-6008, Japan; 3. Institute of Agricultural Economics and
Development, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: In China, territory development and urban-rural integration have become important
ways to promote rural revitalization. However, Japan has relevant policies and rich experiences
that are worth summarizing and referencing. This article examines Japan's socio- economic
background and changes in the legislation and regulation of rural revitalization. Further, it
summarizes policies and practices related to territory development and urban-rural integration,
referring to the implementation mechanisms of rural revitalization to demonstrate the
implications for China. The findings demonstrate that after World War I, urban-rural Japan
shifted from competition to integration, and rural areas became important for ecological and
environmental protection, cultural exchanges, sightseeing, and leisure. Through decades of
exploration, Japan has formed a rural revitalization mechanism based on territory development
and urban- rural integration, with multiple factor flow and spatial expansion functions. The
main experiences in Japan provide a solid basis for rural revitalization through economic
growth, legal systems, government- led planning and support measures, policy orientation
transformation from external to endogenous rural development, balanced regional development
with focused sectors, and IT-driven urban-rural value development and exchanges. Noteworthy
problems include excessive dependence on centrally driven investments in the early stages, a
lack of independent rural revitalization plans, and poor coordination between local and central
authorities. In a relatively mature stage of economic development, with a unified national
governance system, China has also formed effective rural revitalization policies and practice
models. Japan's instructive experiences include improving territory development planning
systems, accelerating specified legislation, developing innovative models of business
management and rural governance, and smoothing urban-rural information exchanges.
Keywords: urban- rural integration; territory development; territory formation; rural
revitalization; hilly and mountainous areas; Japan



