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Fig. 1 The administrative jurisdiction of the "Pan-Kashmir" area disputed by China, India, and Pakistan
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Fig. 2 Geographical range of Ladakh in Qing Dynasty (Twenty-fifth year of Jiaqing)
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Historical geographical evolution in Ladakh region

ZHANG Xiaohong', CHEN Hao’, HUANG Yu’, XU Jianping', CHEN Fahu’

(1. Center for Historical Geographical Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China;
2. State Key Laboratory of Tibetan Plateau Earth System, Resources and Environment,
Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Ladakh is located in the northwest of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the western section
of the Himalayas, and the upper reaches of the Indus River valley. It is now part of Indian-
controlled Kashmir. Since ancient times, Ladakh has been the "key point" from northwest
South Asia to the Ngari Prefecture of Xizang and southern Xinjiang. However, most existing
research on Ladakh focuses on its local history and culture. Although there are some related
works on geopolitical relations, few have studied the historical changes of this region and its
subordinate relationship and geographical value with China over a long time scale and analyzed
the geographical significance of Ladakh. At the same time, some erroneous views and
geographical maps have been disseminated on the Internet at home and abroad, which urgently
needs a comprehensive correction from the academic level. Based on a variety of historical
documents, map data, and a detailed review of previous research results, this paper
demonstrates the changes in place names, historical evolution, and regional scope of Ladakh
from the 1st to the 21st century and analyzes its significance in the homeland security of
western China. The results show that: (1) As the native land of China's Xizang Ladakh was part
of the Tubo Dynasty until the 9th century. After the collapse of the Tubo Dynasty in the middle
of the 9th century, Ladakh was an essential part of the Ngari local administration established by
the descendants of the Tubo Royal family. In the 13th century, Ladakh was again united within
the territory of China's Yuan Dynasty and continued through the Ming and Qing dynasties. It
remained until the mid- 19th century when the Prince- state of Jammu in southern Kashmir
invaded it and incorporated it into the British Indian colony. It was then occupied by the Indian
army in 1947. (2) Ladakh region has a tortuous history with many changes in place names.
However, when Jammu annexed it in modern times, Ladakh only referred to the upper reaches
of Indus Valley between the Western Himalayas and the Karakoram Mountains, with Leh as the
center. (3) The complexity of the historical and geographical processes in the Ladakh region
makes it the central area of conflicts created by India in the western section of the China-India
border. Therefore, China should adopt active strategies to avoid India's continuous
"assimilation" policy.

Keywords: Ladakh; Ngari Prefecture; Kashmir; Tubo; Himalayas; Baltistan



