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Review and prospects of political geography in China
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Abstract: At present, the world is undergoing "profound changes unseen in a century”, which
bring great challenges to human security and development. The world is calling for the voice of
political geography. Thanks to the unique development environment and strong discipline
demand, political geography has been revived in China in recent years. A series of remarkable
achievements have been made in terms of localized concept innovation, multi-source research
data and method expansion, etc. On the other hand, some "thresholds" that need to be
overcome in the development of the discipline have also become increasingly obvious. For
example, the lack of consensus core concepts, the disunity of disciplinary paradigms, and the
insufficiency of multi- scale research perspectives restrict the in- depth interaction between
political geography academic research and policy application. In this context, based on the
review of the development of Chinese political geography over these years, this paper discusses
the basic problems that restrict the development of Chinese political geography, and puts
forward four suggestions at present: (1) augmenting multi-scalar and cross-scalar researches;
(2) strengthening policy researches for practical application based on substantial theoretical
research achievements; (3) attaching more importance to regional studies; (4) promoting
dialogues among civilizations and exchanges of thoughts on political geography between the
East and the West. Only by forming three research directions: knowledge- oriented critical
research, positivist academic research and pragmatic policy research, can we achieve a
breakthrough in Chinese political geography and build a peaceful, realistic, and pragmatic
Oriental political geography, which will bring a new landscape toward global governance in the
new era.
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