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Development and prospect of human-economic geography

LU Dadao, LIU Yansui, FANG Chuanglin, CHEN Mingxing,

WANG Jiaoe, XI Jianchao
(Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Institute of Geographic Sciences
and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Human geography is one of the three major branches of geography. Since the
establishment of Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese
Academy of Sciences (IGSNRR, CAS) in 1940, human-economic geography has gone through
several important periods, such as budding, rise, maturity, fluctuation and prosperity.
Outstanding progress and remarkable results have been achieved in scientific research,
cultivation of talents and service of national strategic decision- making. Pioneering
achievements have been made in the study of economic geography, agricultural geography,
industrial geography, transportation geography, urban geography, rural geography, tourism
geography and regional sustainable development, which has driven the overall innovation and
development of China's human-economic geography. The IGSNRR has undertaken a series of
national tasks and attained major achievements in the fields of agricultural regional planning
and land use research, industrial base construction and transportation layout, urban system
construction and urbanization, regional development and planning. And it has made important
contributions to supporting the national strategy and leading the development of human-
economic geography. This research made a systematic review of the establishment and growth
history, research fields, research teams and academic achievements of the human- economic
geography of IGSNRR in the past 80 years, as well as its role in serving national and regional
economic and social development. Through selecting 6216 papers (4576 in Chinese and 1640
in English) published by the human-economic geographers of the IGSNRR, research progress
and academic achievements in stages are reviewed. Finally, new consideration and prospect
were proposed to face the ecological civilization construction, new urbanization, rural
revitalization strategy and beautiful China construction. Our purposes are to innovate the
frontier theory of human-economic geography and establish a new interdisciplinary system,
and strive to strengthen research on territorial space governance, regional sustainable
development, human-earth system science, urbanization and rural revitalization, and innovation
of national modern geography.

Keyword: human-economic geography; human-earth areal system; point-axis system; regional
sustainable development; human-earth system science



