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Fig. I Curve change of paper numbers published in Chinese journals about geomorphology researches over the past 40 years
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Abstracts: Geomorphology is one of main branchs of geography. The research achievements
and prospects in geomorphology have received considerable attention for a long time. In this
paper, we firstly gave a general retrospect of geomorphological research in China over the past
60 years, especially the research progresses in the last 40 years. Based on a summary of
experience and a trendency of development, perspectives of geomorphological research
direction in the future were provided. It is concluded that the discipline of geomorphology has
made great progress in the aspects of geomorphological types, partitions, as well as their
subdisciplines such as dynamic geomorphology, tectonic geomorphology, climatic
geomorphology, lithological geomorphology, palacogeomorphology. We believe that persisting
in the unity principle between morphological and genetic types would be conductive for the
development of traditional landforms and integrated landforms. In addition, five perspectives
aim to enhance China's geomorphological research capacity. They are: (1) strengthening the
research of basic geomorphology theory and the research of integrated geomorphology to
expand the research space; (2) focusing more on the research of geomorphologic structure and
geomorphologic function to improve the application ability of geomorphology; (3) constructing
a comprehensive resource, environmental, and geomorphologic information system and building
a sharing platform to upgrade the intelligent information industry of geomorphology; (4)
putting more efforts on the research of coastal geomorphology and marine geomorphology to
assist the transformation of China from a maritime country to an ocean power; and (5)
cultivating talents and constructing research teams to maintain a sustainable development of
China's geomorphological research.
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