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Fig. 1 The change of population proportion on two sides of Hu line in China since 1953

F1 1933-2010 FHHEHRRELAMAOLLEEL
Tab. 1 The change of population proportion on two sides of Hu line in China in 1933-2010

PN ARFERRE PaALp e
MR E %)  AOHRE) AFEENKmM)  ERLE%) AFALLE®%)  AHEEKM)
19334 36 96 135.39 64 4 5.03
19534 43.24 94.80 139.51 56.76 5.20 5.83
2000 4F: 43.24 94.59 303.78 56.76 5.41 13.23
20104F 43.24 94.41 325.84 56.76 5.59 14.68
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Fig. 2 The change of the proportion and density of population on northeast and southwest sides of Hu line
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The population distribution and trend of urbanization pattern on
two sides of Hu Huanyong population line: A tentative
response to Premier Li Keqiang
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Abstract: In November, 2014, Premier Li Kegiang raised a problem about Hu Huanyong
population line (hereinafter referred to as "Hu line™), when visiting the exhibition of sciences of
human settlements in National Museum of China, which was called "Premier's Question™ by
the press. Hence, Hu line has become a highlight currently, and aroused great controversy and
different views. Aiming at such dilemma of cognition, this paper gives a general review of the
origins of Hu line, which was put forward by the famous population geographer Hu Huanyong
in 1935, under the background of a debate on the surplus of domestic population. Based on
population census data and GIS platform, the paper analyzes the change of population scale,
proportion and density in both southeast and northwest sides of Hu line. The results indicate
that the population urbanization and migration do not change the pattern of population
distribution determined by Hu line. On such basis, the pattern that the population density of
southeast part is large, while that of northwest part is relatively small will not radically change
over a longer period, and the pattern that urban agglomeration is mainly located in southeast
part as well. The long-term existence of Hu line depends on integrated physical geographical
conditions, like climate. At the meantime, this paper argues that the core issue of the Premier's
concern is solvable, by positive policy guidance and reasonable spatial organization. It is
definitely promising for western China to realize a higher level of modernization and a better
quality of urbanization, and central region as well.

Keywords: Hu Huanyong population line; the Premier's doubt; population distribution;
urbanization; pattern; trend



