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Fig. 3 The location of Lirendong Village
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Fig. 4 The actor network process of reconstruction in Lirendong, Taobao Village
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Fig. 6 The schematic diagram of the social relation network change
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Tab.1 The quantitative structure of land use at different time points in Lirendong Village
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Hits 284.85 69.48 48.14 11.74 34.26 8.36 0.00 0.00
bl 5.90 1.44 63.82 15.57 57.73 14.08 66.91 16.32
A He b 34.63 8.45 66.03 16.11 61.81 15.08 59.82 14.59
A b 0.00 0.00 116.93 28.52 115.68 28.21 127.12 31.00
Tl 0.00 0.00 25.17 6.14 29.07 7.09 4453 10.86
T i 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.91 1.93 37.37 9.12
MR Hb 0.00 0.00 2.29 0.56 1.95 0.47 9.95 2.43
A& iz FH b 20.17 4.92 38.45 9.38 49.13 11.98 53.61 13.08
TR K KBt FH b 40.08 9.78 1.84 0.45 0.23 0.06 5.56 1.35

A FH b 2437 5.94 47.33 11.54 52.24 12.74 5.13 1.25
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The actor-network perspective on the reconstruction process and
internal mechanism of typical Taobao villages in the Pearl River
Delta region

YANG Ren
(School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Owing to the multiple influences of globalization, urbanization, industrialization,
and informatization, rural regional space has experienced the process of reconstruction.
Focusing on the analysis of the internal mechanism of rural reconstruction driven by the
internet economy, this study selected Lirendong Village in Panyu District of Guangzhou, the
most active Taobao trading village in the Pearl River Delta, as a typical case. We had an in-
depth analysis of the process and internal mechanism of the reconstruction of typical Taobao
villages in the Pearl River Delta metropolitan area through semi-structured interviews and the
actor-network theory analysis framework. The study demonstrated that the key actors, such as
local government, clothing workshop, village committee, e-commerce entrepreneurs, and social
networks of fellow villagers, participate in the pursuit and realization of land value in the
village according to their goal vision and action logic. Furthermore, these actors jointly evolve
and construct the actor- network process of periodic industrial succession and spatial value
accumulation in Taobao villages. The process has gone through the stage of agricultural
decentralization led by the government, the industrialization stage dominated by the market,
and the stage of e- commerce dominated by the social network of fellow towns people.
Government subject, market subject, and social subject constitute the core driving force. They
are linked together by providing benefits, and rural reconstruction practice is carried out
according to the political, market, and elite logic. The reconstruction results in the change in
spatial-social relations related to the changes in the dynamic mechanism. The reconstruction is
realized through the reshaping of space and the change of value, from exogenous driving force
leading to endogenous driving force exhibition, thus initiating a new cycle of the space
reconstruction process.

Keywords: rural development; rural reconstruction; actor network; Taobao village; rural
revitalization; urbanization



