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Tab.1 Measurement index of social upgrading
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Tab. 2 Explanatory variables of social upgrading
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Fig. 1 Development of social upgrading in China and its three regions from 1996 to 2017
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Fig. 2 The regional pattern and change of social upgrading in China from 1996 to 2017
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Fig.3 The overall differences of social upgrading in China from 1996 to 2017
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Tab. 3 Estimation results of regression analysis for driving factors of social upgrading
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Abstract: Social upgrading refers to the process of improvement in the quality of employment
and securing basic rights of workers as social actors. It is an emerging hot research field of
labour geographies in recent years. However, domestic human geography research has been
mainly focused on economic upgrading with little attention paid to social upgrading. This paper
fills the research gap by establishing a comprehensive index to quantitatively measure social
upgrading and revealing the spatiotemporal pattern and driving factors of social upgrading in
China since the mid- 1990s, using spatial analysis methods and quantitative models. Main
findings of the paper include: (1) Social upgrading in China was improved, with its social
upgrading index increasing from 0.358 to 0.445 during 1996-2017. (2) The eastern coastal area
is the main upgrading area, especially the three urban agglomerations of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
region, Yangtze River Delta and Peral River Delta. (3) Regional differences of social upgrading
among the eastern, central and western regions were narrowed and the differentiation of
development rates was alleviated. The central and western regions have been catching up with
their eastern partner, despite that the coastal provinces will continue to be the leading areas for
social upgrading in China. (4) Factors, including economic development, industrial innovation,
economic globalization, labor skill level and state governance, have significant effects in
driving regional social upgrading. The effects of these factors are not simply positive or
negative in terms of their relationship with social upgrading, suggesting the complexity of
social upgrading processes and global-local impacts on it. It is argued that economic growth
does not necessarily bring about social upgrading. Rather, promoting social upgrading depends
on the improvement in the quality of economic development. The paper contributes to the
literature by providing a quantitative framework for analyzing social upgrading at the macro-
level and advancing the understanding of geographical differences and driving mechanisms of
social upgrading. The paper concludes by proposing some policies for promoting social
upgrading and high- quality development in China and discussing its implications for future
research.

Keywords: social upgrading; economic upgrading; employment quality; regional differences;
high-quality development



