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Fig. 1 The discipline system of human geography in China
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PR 25 R 2 R vy i [l (At 2 2 SCRR RS, AR et v RS B~ ) 25
TH S A LR R T 1) PR A R
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Abstract: Human geography is a discipline which studies the formation and evolution of the
geographical distribution pattern of human activities. The main research objects of human
geography focus on human activities and human-earth relationship. The scientific questions to
be answered by human geography cover both natural science and social science, and thus it has
distinctive interdisciplinary features. In China, the economic and social processes of human
activities are playing an important role in explaining the law in human geography discipline as
human society development is approaching or has entered the post-industrialization stage. The
logics and methods of social science have become important tools through which the changes
in processes and patterns of human geography can be reasonably discussed and properly
understood. Research methodology of human geography shows integration characteristics
between natural sciences and social sciences. The outcomes of human geography research
reveal scientific laws in geographical distribution pattern and evolution of human activities. It
becomes one of primary disciplines for both the national and local governments to manage and
optimize the pattern of spatial development and protection. It has wide applications in spatial
planning, regional strategy and policy making, and the modernization of spatial governance.
The unique feature in integrating academic research and policy-making applications provides
human geography discipline in China a superiority of leading the world in the discipline.
Besides comprehensive human geography, human geography in China has five subdisciplines,
namely, economic geography, urban geography, rural geography, social and cultural geography
and political geography. Each subdiscipline has priority and key research fields, and
coordinates with the rest of subdisciplines.

Keywords: human geography; economic geography; urban and rural geography; social and
cultural geography; political geography



