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Fig. 1 Spatio-temporal evolution of China's regional development policies since 1978
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Fig. 2 Evolving spatial patterns of priority development zones in China since 1978
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Fig. 3 Pilot reform and evolution mode of China's regional development policies
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Fig. 4 Action mode of national node strategy
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Tab. 2 Estimation resultsof the economic impacts of national node strategy

A i il LRI TT R TIT FERIPY TV
InGDP -0.194 -0.123 -0.141 -0.124
(-0.80) (-0.52) (-0.58) (-0.51)
disnode 0.00645" 0.00376"
(3.13) (3.65)
disnode_2 -0.00000379" -0.00000122""
(-2.19) (-3.92)
disnode 3 6.14e-10
(1.51)
disTJ 0.00687" 0.00296"
(2.73) (2.52)
disSH 0.00691" 0.00286™
(2.81) (3.63)
disSZ 0.00414" 0.00380™
(1.88) (3.62)
disTJ 2 -0.00000302 -0.000000648
(-1.29) (-1.56)
disSH 2 -0.00000416’ -0.000000836"
(-1.83) (-2.52)
disSZ 2 -0.000000559 -0.00000102™"
(-0.41) (-3.75)
disTJ 3 4.97¢-10
(0.91)
disSH_3 6.57¢~10
(1.47)
disSZ 3 -1.66e-10
(-0.60)
N 338 338 338 338
R 0.174 0.169 0.227 0.212
P R 0.136 0.133 0.176 0.168

W ARG R A KR, p< 0.1, "#R: p<0.05, TR p<001; FHESH NG,
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Fig. 5 Estimation results of the economic impacts of
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Implementation methods and economic impacts of
national node strategies
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Abstract: Pilot reforms gradually implemented through key nodes have become an important
pattern of regional development in China since the introduction of its reform and opening up
policy in 1978. On the basis of an analysis of the evolution processes and characteristics of
regional development policies in China since the launch of the reform and opening up policy,
this paper develops the concept and analytical framework of national node strategies (NNS),
defined as regional development strategies centered on important nodes, by addressing their
theoretical basis and research scope, before exploring quantitatively their regional economic
impacts through the examples of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, Pudong New Area, and
Binhai New Area from different stages of the reform and opening up drive. The results indicate
that the evolution of China's regional development policies can be divided into three stages,
namely the exploration stage led by Special Economic Zones, the expansion stage dominated
by Economic Development Zones, and the optimization stage featuring New State-level New
Areas and National Comprehensive Reform Pilot Areas. During all the three stages, NNS have
played an important demonstrative and leading role and promoted the rapid evolution of
China's regional development policies from localized trails to widespread implementation, and
the role of the government has also changed accordingly. As an innovative application and
development of growth pole theory for a transitional period in China, NNS have become
"engines" of regional development as well as important conduits of institutional innovations.
NNS and regional development have achieved a benign coupling and formed a gradated
regional development model. Empirical research indicates that NNS are an important method
of the government for guiding and regulating regional economic development, with complex
and diverse economic effects that differ depending on their stage and scale.

Keywords: regional development policy, national node strategy; policy growth pole; economic
impact



