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Abstract: With the improving capabilities of human beings in remaking the nature, human
activity has become the third morphotectonic force during the modern geomorphological
process. The effect of human activities on original geomorphological features of earth surface
is extremely obvious, in some aspects, the energy level of its remarking forces in earth
environment even surpasses that of natural forces. Accordingly various man-made landforms
generate from different natural geomorphological structures. Man- made landform is a
humanistic- featured landform shaped by the coordinated morphotectonic forces from human
and nature within a certain natural geographical background. This paper first summarizes main
research progress of man-made geomorphology from the following aspects, namely, the origin
of anthropogenic geomorphology, man- made landform agents and geomorphology
categorization, the evolution of man- made landforms and its influencing mechanism, map
presentation of man- made landforms and the effects of man- made landforms on the
environment. After that, this paper pointed out that man- made geomorphology has attracted
much attention from researchers, however, many problems on the object, content, methodology
and theoretical system in current studies need to be solved. The study of man- made
geomorphology should refer to research achievements in relevant subjects and modern geo-
information techniques, so as to raise our cognitive levels and examine the vitality,
characteristics and scientific meanings of this discipline. Finally, this study forecasted the
progress of man- made geomorphology, and argued that future study in anthropogenic
geomorphology should strengthen the construction in the disciplinary system of anthropogenic
geomorphology, constituent materials and morphologic characteristics, spatial expansion
process and the evolution laws, regional variations and accumulative environment effects from
man-made landform, environment management and international comparative study of man-
made landforms, which will promote the development of anthropogenic geomorphology and
the process of man-made landforms in modern social and economic constructions.

Keywords: anthropogenic geomorphology; the third morphotectonic force; man- made
landform evolution; urban anthropogenic geomorphology; man-made landform management



