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A HISTORICAL STUDY OF THE TRANSPORTATION ROUTES
CONNECTING SHENSI AND SZECHUAN PROVINCES

Huane SuENG CHANG

(Institute of Geography, Academia Sinica)

1. The historic transportation routes connecting Shensi and Szechuan have
well taken the topographical advantages in passing the Tsinling and the Ta-pa Shan
mountains. Passes and valleys have been frequently used. To cross the Ta-pa Shan,
the famous Chien Ke Tao (#/#ii) takes the Chien Meng Pass (#['43%). The Mi
Tsang Tao (kAsH), follows partly the Pa Ho (west tributary) and the Lien Ho, as
does the Yang Pa Tao (FP3i) partly the Pa Ho (east tributary) and the Yang Ho.

Most routes crossing the Tsinling are named after the passes they go through
or the valleys they follow. Thus, the four main routes centering in Hanchang (iX
#1) namely, the Chialing Tao, (¥EE#) Pao Hsieh Tao (B¥#1ii), Tang Lo Tao BrELSH
and the Tze Wu Tao f-73f are so named respectively as they partly follow the
Chialing River, Pao Shui, and Hsieh Shui, Tang Shui and Lo Shui and the Tse Wu
Shui.

2. With regard to the routes of the Tsinling, six periods of considerable deve-
lopment may be recognized, each with its own significance in reconstruction, ma-
nagement and uses (military and civil). They are: (1) the Han period, (2) the
Three Kingdom period and (3) the Sui and Tang period, (4) the Five Dynasties
period, (5) the Sung and Yuan period and (6) the Ming and Tsing period. It is
worth noticing that the Pao Hsieh Tao is short and steep, compared with the long
and gentle Chialing Tao. The latter has been followed more in war time, while
the former in peace time.

3. Of the Ta-pa Shan routes, the Chien Ke Tao has always been the most im-
portant. There is a detour around the difficult Chien Meng Pass. The Mi-Tsang
Tao is the least used, being most inaccessible. The Yang Pa Tao was the Imperial
Postal route in the Tang Dynasty, when the tropical fruit in Szechuan, as well as
other tributes was transport to the capital, Sian.

4. The present Paochi-Chengtu Railroad follows rather closely the old Chien
Ke Tao in crossing the Tsinling Range. It is suggested that the Yang Pa Tao be
considered, if there will be a railroad connecting Shensi and Chungking.

(Résumé by the Editorial Board).



