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A GENERAL RETROSPECT OF WORLD REGIONAL
GEOGRAPHY AND ITS SUSTAINED DEVELOPMENT

Li Chunfen Zen Zungu Tang Jianzhong
(The Committee of World Geography, Geographical Society of China, Beiying 100101)
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Abstract

Works of world regional studies accomplished in China during the past fifteen years since
the Reform and Opening to the Qutside World are reviewed in retrospect. Advances have been
made in breaking through some of the old geographical traditions, exploring new sub? fields,
expounding fresh ideas and viewpoints, etc. These achievements have paved the way for fur-
ther sustained development of research orientation. In our regional studies, emphasis will be
shifted from vertical intergration to horizontal inter-regional connections with a view to contri-
bution our share in theoretical development and operational application to the betterment of
spatial organization of regions. Other aspects such as physical structure of geographical envi-
ronment, comparative study of Chinese regions with those of foreign identical ones, geography

of international trade and that of investment environments abroad, need to be continued.



