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SIGNIFICANCE AND PRINCIPLES OF COMPILING THE ATLAS
OF ENDEMIC DISEASES AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTS
IN CHINA

Su Yingping

(Instituse of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing)
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Abstract

Endemic disease or “Water-soil”” Diseases mainly originate in regions where water is af-
fected by abnormal sulphar content. Endemic Diseases may cause illness, disablement or even
death. Endemic diseases in China are often found in mountainous areas where the inhabitants
are minorities in the most .part.

In order to control and eliminate these disease, 1t is necessary to know the distribution of
them, their epidemiological characteristics as well as their relationship with the environment,
It is to this end that this atlas was compiled, basing on data from detailed investigations in
situation,

This atlas consists of 221 map sheets grouped in six series. general maps (6 sheets), En-
vironmental background (27 sheets), Keshan disease (57 sheets), Kaschen-Beck disease (46
sheets), Endemic goitre (39 sheets), and Endemic flaorsis (46 sheets). The general maps provide
an overview of China’s territory, administrative regions, population, nationalities and different
kinds of endemic diseases.

The environmental background of endemic diseases map series introduce mainly the basic
characteristics of environments where such diseases occur. The remaining series, wish photo
illustrations, describe the geographical distribution, epidemiological symptoms, pathogeny, cli-
nical symptoms, pathology, biochemistry, prevention and treatment of the respective diseases.
From these maps one can have an insight into the regional differentiation of pathogenics fac-
tors which are associated with different environments. There are also diagrams providing spe-

cific quantitative data to illustrate why and where these diseases occur.



