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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE UTILIZATION OF RURAL
LABOUR POWER IN THE YAO-TZE RICE AND
COTTON AREA, CHEKIANG

WanG Szu-cuus

(Hongchow University)

ARBSTRACT

The Yao-tze rice and cotton area is situated in the northeastcrn part of Chekiang
Province. Its northern part was originally a shallow marsh land along the coast of the
Hongchow Bay. Through several centuries the inhabitants of the arca have constructed
artificial dikes around it and brought it under cultivation. The area has a very fertile
soil, with rice and cotton as its main crops. Its population has increased rapidly, and
both its rural and urban settlements are rather big in size. It is the most prosperous
part of Chekiang Province.

The utilization of the ruvral labour power was irrational in the pas.  Since the
founding of the pcople’s communes, there has been development of mechanization of
farming, extension of multiple cropping area, and promotion of diversified cconomy.
Throughout the area, the landscape is characterized by the most intensive land utiliza-
tion. Through organizing the collective cconomy, the communes employ the rural labour
power rationally and ensure a continued risc in the people’s living standard. Because of
the difference in the rate of attendance between busv and slack farming scasons, the
communes also make a rational deployment of rural labour power for the purposc of the
integration of work and rest.

Although the density of the peasant population in the area as a wholc is high, strik-
ing differentiation is also evident in its various parts. The density figures in the northern
part cxceed those in the southern part.  The highest may be ten times the lowesr. Thus,
there is a tendencv of migration of population within the area.



