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DISTRIBUTION OF PRECIPITABLE WATER OVER CHINA

CHENG Szu-cHUNG AND YANG TEH-CHING

(Institure of Geography, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

The monthly mean values of the precipitable water from about 70 radiosonde sta-
tions in China have been computed for the period 1957 to 1959, and for cach month a
chart has been prepared.

The distribution and variation of the precipitable water over China is closcly as-
sociated with the monsoon system over East Asia.

The yeatly mean precipitable water decreases from southeast to northwest. The dis-
teibution of precipitable water is influenced by the topography, particularly in summer.
The area of maximum precipitable water occurs in South China in winter and moves to.
the lake basins of Tungting and Poyang during the summer months. In winter, except
South China, the precipitable water of most of the country is below thc normal for the
latitude; in summer, the eastern half of China is above the normal, while the west re-
mains below. Accordingly, the annual range of precipitable water is largest in the eastern
half. The gradient of the precipitable water is larger in summer than in winter.



