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ON SYSTEMATIZATION OF TRANSCRIBING FOREIGN
' GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

(A résumsé)
Tseng Shih-yin

Owing to the lack of established system of transcription, nearly.every foreign
geographical name has been differently transcribed into Chinese ideographs or
characters in different publications. For instance, Szczecin of Poland has been
transcribed by no less than 8 ways of composition and for Illymencroe Cexo, where
Lenin was exiled in 1887, the number of variations reaches as high as 11 in 10
books.

Such variation often arises from either one or a combination of the following
sources:

1) Inaccurate pronunciation of the original names, especially those other than
English origin has been erroneously pronounced after English spelling;

2) Inadequacy of mandarin in transcribing foreign pronunciation and lack
of slandard phonetic transcription tables from foreign languages into Chinese
ideographs;

8) Influences of different Chinese dialects;

4) Uncertainty as whether to translate after the meaning implied or to
transcribe after the pronunciation;

5) Adoption of names of foreign usage instead of vernacular origin;

6) Inadequate research work;

7) Other miscellaneous reasons.

For easy mutual understanding in daily contact, especially in international
intercourse and for cross reference of international publications, it is considered
advisable that a great majority of foreign geographical names be transcribed after
vernacular spelling and pronunciation. To accomplish this proposition, standard
transcription tables of foreign languages, of which samples are herein appended,
should first be prepared.

A small percentage of names signifying either geographical or political
importaﬁce may, however, be translated after the meaning implied. For reducing
the length of transcribed names, separated adjectives and general geographical ter-
- minology should also be translated after meaning into Chinese instead of trans-
cribing after pronounciation. But when they are used as proper names, these
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adjectives and geographical terminology should be transcribed after pronunciation.

The following tentative rules are set as a guile for systematization of the
transcriptinn : '

1) Vernacular spelling and pronunciation must first be adherod to as the
basis upon which transcription is worked, e.g., Napoli should be transcribed
instead of Naples.

2) Established transcription deviated from rule 1 but popular in usage may
be retained, e. g., transcription of Moscow may be retained instead that of Mocksa.

3) Establishel transcription in popular usave which forms part of a new
nama or from which a now name is derivel may not be adoptel in a new
transcription, if it does not conform to rule I For instance, 0. Caxaiui has now
been popularly put as B §{£3, but Caxammaceaa OOxacts, Caxarmdcemii 3amms, JOmmo-
Caxammack should be independently transcribsd according to vernacular spelling
and pronunciation.

4) A geographical name or its part belong to the following categories shoull
be translated instead of transeribel:

a) General geographical terminology, e.g., Bab-el-Mandeb be translated as
Straight of Mandeb.

b) Separated adjoctives signifying direction, magnitude, colour, etc., e.g.,
white of White Nile be translated.

¢) Important geographical features of excessive long spelling, e.g., Cesepnas
3emas, 0-Ba. may br translated as JLHAFEE.

d) Names of political importance, e. g., 0. Orra6pscroit Pesoxwmait be translat-
ed as 4 ARiarLs.

#) Conjunctivns and prepositions, e.g., Pocros-ma-Jory may be transiated as
LIGREI PRSP AR S 3 O N

5) Names of historical interest and widely used by over-sea Chiness may be
retainod or readjusted.

6) In transiiional stage, names of current usage but deviated from the above

rules may be temporarily retained as an auxiliary in bracket.



