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THE PLUVIAL REGIME AND THE DROUGHTS
OF THE HUANGHO VALLEY

C. C. Yang and S. Y. Hsii

(Institute of Geophysics, Academia Sinica)
(An abstract)

The seasonal variation of rainfall in the Huangho Valley may be summed
up by the following characteristics of economic significance:—

(1) Secarce in spring: The record of most stations is less than 100 mm of the
annual rainfall.

(2) Concentrated in summer: Half of the annual rain falls in summer,
while in North China Plain 75%. Days with 50 mm rainfall or more are not
rare.

(3) Varied greatly from place to place in autumn: For example, 30% of
the annual rain may fall in the Wei-ho Valley, but very little in other localities.

(4) Insignificant and chiefly in form of snow in winter: The totality of the
precipitation is less than 30 mm (in some places 5 mm only).

(b) High annual variability: Generally exceeding 15% and at certain places
over 30%. .

If a drought month is defined as having a rainfall below 40% of its avera-
ge, then every year may experience one or two of such months, which, as can be
expected, occurs more frequently in winter. If the monthly percentage limit is
raised to 60% then the drought period may last 4 months, or even 6 months once
in about 20 years (Peking once experienced for 9 months). It is noticed that
drought areas are always more extensive than flooded or inundated areas.
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