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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NATURAL REGION
OF SOUTH CHINA

Tsene CHIN-sumn

(Hua Nan Teachers College)

1. The natural region of South China here discussed is approximately the
same as the Chung Hua T% Li Chih (Geography of the People’s Republi¢ of
China).

2. The climate in this region is monsoonal and tropical, with a thermal
summer lasting over 8 months but without any thermal winter. However,
occasional invasion by cold waves happens. The annual rainfall exceeds 1,200
mm on the lowland and 2,000 mm in mountains (Taiwan exceeds 8,000). Two
or three visits of typhoons are in a year. Seasonality is relatively well marked.

This S.China type of tropical climate shows the following results:

(i) Deep-weathered materials may reach as thick as 20 m, being an
enormous source for accumulation.

(ii) Abundance of river discharge with high water power potential and high
navigability.

(iii) Laterization dominates the soil processes.

(iv) Tropical physiognomy superimposes on the monsoonal rain forest where
dwell such animals as are common to all tropical lands.

3. Several factors contribute to the complexity of landforms in S.China.
Faulting and volcanism respectively produce spscial phenomena, accompanied,
among other things, by earthquakes and hot springs, Two significant structural
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trends, namoly, one from NE to SW and the other from NW to SE, are repre-
sented by mountain ridges as well as longitudinal valleys. Some hot springs
are aligned in the latter direction. FErosional surfaces at different altitudes and
river gorges of different origins must b> mentioned.

The Nan-ling ranges demarcate the N-boundary of this region. They pro-
tect the tropical China from strong influences of the cold waves; the ranges
that are parallel to the coust catch muoisture and result in a greater amount of
rainfall in certain localties. Vertical zoning of vegetation and soile is well
developed in Taiwan and Hainan.

4. The marked seasonality of rainfall is reflected in the great range of
river stage and discharge. However, the tidal influence up the rivers reduces
the range of the deltaic belt. The branching of channals and the accumulation
of carried materials result. It is justified, both from tb: hydrographical and geo-
morphological viewpoints, to separate the deltaic belt from the area further inland.

5. On the part of biogeography, tropical elements are present in soils,
vegetation, and wild aminals. Clear zoning of vegetation into the following
belts is now posdble:

(i) The tropical rain forest of Southeast Hainan, (ii) the Savana of North
Hainan and the Leichow Peninsula, and (iii)the monsoonal rain forest of the
rest of this region. Tropical fruits,such as Lichi, popaya, pomegranades, etc. may
be raised in all the 3 zones. Mongroves fringe the coast.

Gibbon and tree shrews add to the tropical founa. According to historic
record, elephants and peacocks were present in Kwangsi. It is difficult, both
phytogeographically and zoogeographically, to nominate the dominant forms in
s world of great many species.

(Resumé by the Editorial Board)



